[Removal of the primary tumor in hematogenous metastatic tumor disease: reasons against].
Primarily treating metastatic malignancies systemically was an untouchable dogma for decades. Accordingly local therapy was reserved for localized disease only. However, in some oncological entities this apodictic principle could be disproved. In metastatic renal cell carcinoma cytoreductive nephrectomy is the current standard of care for appropriately selected patients but there is a lack of robust data for radical prostatectomy in patients with hematogenous spread from prostate cancer. Therefore, surgical treatment is not recommended outside clinical trials for the latter indication.